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OCTOBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT  

Autumn is here. Six months have passed since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. There 

have been many challenges in our everyday life. Fortunately, we are guided by Health Officials 

informing us on the safest ways to stay healthy and safe. As we continue to diligently follow the 

procedures, hopefully, we may not encounter a second wave of COVID-19. 

There have been certain changes since the beginning of the pandemic in March. Now we are 

enjoying more freedom by visiting family and friends, shopping and spending more time in our 

natural environment. We are in a position where we can choose to enjoy the slower pace of life. 

The warm weather is now transitioning into cooler weather with less sunlight hours. We are 

beginning to enjoy and appreciate our multicoloured autumn. The fall colours and outdoor 

activities is a good place to enjoy and appreciate some of our time. There is so much to be 

grateful and thankful every day. Let’s enjoy every precious moment. 

During COVID-19 our Board members have been active in supporting RTOERO members. The 

executive has made donations to a number of organizations that support seniors. Please read 

about these donations in this newsletter. 

In response to COVID-19, the District has cancelled a number of fall events. The health and 

safety of our members are of utmost importance to our District. The cancelled events are outlined 

in our newsletter. Unfortunately the Christmas luncheon is cancelled due to the pandemic. 

To stay connected with other members our District executive and RTOERO are using this Zoom 

app to hold meetings on a variety of topics on a regular basis. Zoom is a web-based video 

conferencing tool with a local, desktop client and a mobile app that allows users to meet online 

with or without video. 

RTOERO is a remarkable organization that is continuously working to improve the lives of 

members. This goal is also our goal at the District level. District 27 is here to serve you, our 

members. Despite social distancing, together we can make retirement the best part of life’s 

journey. 

I would like to inform you of my intention to resign as President for District 27 Ottawa Carleton 

effective Thursday, October 1, 2020. I appreciate the opportunities you gave me during my 

tenure as an executive member of RTOERO. Danielle Guertin will fill in as interim President.      

I wish District 27 executive the best going forward.   Stay safe,  

Louise Perrault 
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PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    

 

A brief message to bring you up to date on what RTOERO and our district have been up to. 

 

Nationally - Given the virus and the fact that we have been asked not to host face to face 

meetings means learning new ways of completing our work. The RTOERO meetings of District 

Presidents have been held once a month using zoom for an hour and a half with a variety of 

topics, and updates provided. To that end, this year’s RTOERO national Annual General 

Meeting will be held by webinar. The budget process will be addressed by surveys and liaison 

group of District presidents. RTOERO is keeping the membership informed through mail blasts, 

websites and Facebook. 

 

Locally - We have been working by email, phone, and thanks to Roger Régimbal by Zoom. 

We have forwarded our 2020 PSTO application, discussed our district AGM and process for 

election for the executive. We have decided to keep our contract with the Heron Community 

Centre even if we aren’t having face to face meetings or activities because moving our filing 

cabinets and equipment would costs us much more and we have a great rate there. 

 

On a sad note, our dear member Ray Ball has passed away. He was District 27 President in 2010-

2011. Ray was involved in many areas of the District and RTOERO. We have made a donation 

to the RTOERO foundation. 

 

It is hard to keep us connected when we can’t meet. Know that we are continuing to do 

RTOERO and District work. We bring up concerns to RTOERO and they are good about 

addressing membership concerns. Please contact any member of the executive with any 

questions or concerns you may have. 

Stay well, 

Dawn Paxton 

 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)                                                                                

Members who would be interested in joining the RTOERO District 27 Ottawa Carleton 

executive are welcome to submit their name. RTOERO District 27 is a remarkable organization 

that is continuously working to improve the lives of members. District 27 is here to serve you, 

our members. This organization is very dynamic and active with all members. 

We are looking for a President and Vice President. If you are interested please communicate with 

Dawn Paxton at 613-596-2886 or email me at dawn.pax@gmail.com  before, October 30, 2020.  

 

ENTRE-NOUS CHOIR NEW LEADERSHIP                                                                                                                          

The choir resumed its activities virtually in September. Gisèle Bélanger is the new president and 

Pierre Soucie is treasurer. Thank you to Murielle Cayouette for all her years of service as 

president of the choir.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

mailto:dawn.pax@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISTRICT 27 POSITION 

 We are looking for a volunteer member who would like to serve on RTO/ERO District 27 

Ottawa Carleton District Council as membership representative. If you are interested please 

communicate with Dawn Paxton at 613-596-2886 or email me at dawn.pax@gmail.com.  

before, October 30, 2020.  

 

The role for the membership representative is outlined below.  

 To receive the monthly membership lists from the Provincial office. 

 To keep track of newsletter and card returns. 

 To prepare a mailing list based on the provincial membership list and returns for  the 

newsletter.  (2x a year) 

 To recommend to the Executive ways and means of increasing District membership. 

 To communicate with the Provincial Member Services Committee through the committee 

liaison person. 

 To prepare mailing labels as needed. 

 To prepare a short report for District meetings and the AGM 

 A working knowledge of Excel and Word is needed.  

 

2020 RTO/ERO DISTRICT 27 UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP (established in 2017) 

If you have a family member enrolled in the last year/semester of a program that is recognized at 

a Canadian publicly-funded or not-for-profit University, you may want to sponsor him or her. 

Deadline for application is October 31, 2020. The application form can also be found on the 

district website: https://tinyurl.com/yd7wyaxk 

 

2020 RTOERO PROVINCIAL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS FROM DISTRICT 27  

Congratulations to Faith Thomson and Clare Murphy, winners of two of the twenty-five $1500 

scholarship awarded by RTOERO.  

 

Faith was studying for a joint Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in History and Political Science 

at Carleton University. Faith goal is to study at McGill University with a joint degree in 

L.L.B/B.C.L/M.B.A. Faith was sponsored by Louise Perrault from our district 

 

Clare graduated in April 2020 from the University of Ottawa Faculty Of Education 

Junior/Intermediate Program. She is currently working a Director, Competitve Program with 

Right Way Basketball. Clare was sponsored by her mother Elizabeth Murphy who is a member 

of RTOERO. 

 

Please visit our district website for the latest news. 

https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/ 
 

 

 

mailto:dawn.pax@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/yd7wyaxk
https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/
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SUCCESSFUL PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS - (PSTO) 

The successful applicant for 2019 Project Service to Others from our district was Sauvetage Bénévole 

Outaouais (SBO) – Ottawa Volunteer Search and Rescue (OVSAR).  

SB0-OVSAR is an organization that provides wilderness search and rescue services for missing or injured 

persons. They also provide public education programs to teach people how to enjoy the outdoors safely. 

OSB-OVSAR also educate people on what to do during an emergency relief response during disasters.  

The Board of Directors accepted this 2019 PSTO worthy project application. SB0-OVSAR was approved 

for a grant in the amount of $4,000 which was used towards the purchase of a professional grade titanium 

patient transport litter used to carry and extract a patient from a wilderness area. 

 

DELIVERY OF FANS TO SENIORS IN LTC  
Our District heard that residents of Long Term Care homes did not have air conditioning or fans. 

We decided to purchase and deliver fans to any LTC residence that needed them. Even though 

our District’s contact information was shared with LTC residences, we only delivered 14. 

If you know of a residence or home or a RTO member who needs a fan please contact us. 

 

 

2020 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  

It is with regret that we inform members that the Christmas luncheon for 2020 is cancelled. 

Given that the public is being warned about the second wave of the covid-19 virus, the executive 

felt it was just too big a risk to take. 

 

The Christmas luncheon committee had already begun their work. Thank you to Elizabeth 

Beaudoin, Dale Hayward, Denise Maisonneuve, Linda Yan and Cindy Alce for their 

commitment to this terrific event. We’ll look forward to next year. 

 

SOLVA SENIOR LIVING IS PROUD TO PRESENT                                                       

TWO VIRTUAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Navigating Seniors Housing and Care During Covid on 14 October 

Aging at Home - What You Need to Know, on 21 October.  
 

Both at 11am, via registered link. 

 

Join owner and founder Christine Forget and Principal Consultant Caroline Inman as 

they answer some of the most common questions surrounding seniors housing and 

aging in place. The differences between retirement homes and Long Term Care; the 

costs associated with care needs, what options are there for staying at home or 

retirement living?  What community services and programs are available to you. And 

much more! 

Register at info@solvaseniorliving.ca by 13th October for the 14th October session and  

by 20th October, for the 21st. 

mailto:info@solvaseniorliving.ca
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QUESTIONS ABOUT POSSIBLE DISCOUNT IN HEALTH PLAN PREMIUMS  

  

In response to questions from members regarding the possibility of a discount or rebate in 2020 

health plan premiums. 

  

We know the pandemic temporarily impacted members’ ability to use some of your benefits, 

including paramedical services and dental treatments. Other eligible items, such as prescription 

medicines and aids/appliances – have continued to be used at normal rates. As well, we are proud 

that our travel insurance has supported a record number of members who have cancelled future 

trips or whose trip was interrupted by the pandemic and needed help returning to Canada. 

  

RTOERO members direct our health plans on a voluntary basis – overseen by the Benefits 

Committee and governed by our Board of Directors. Premiums are collected monthly, and the 

plans undergo a reconciliation process at year-end, where the claims paid are compared to the 

premiums collected for the year. If the plans see a surplus, these funds are fully reinvested back 

into the plan – offsetting future costs and deficits from years with higher claiming. 

  

During these uncertain times, we have yet to see how the rest of 2020 will unfold. We see 

increasing signs of recovery, along with practitioners reopening their doors and a renewed 

interest in people looking to travel beyond within Canada. 

 

TRIBUTE TO RAY BALL DISTRICT PAST PRESIDENT 2010-11 

Past President Ray Ball passed away on August 12, 2020 after a lengthy illness. On behalf               

of the members of RTO/ERO Ottawa-Carleton District 27, I would like to offer my sincere 

condolences Ray’s family and friends.  Ray was a lovely man, who shared his insight, wisdom 

and experience so graciously during our many meetings together.  He will truly be missed by 

everyone around the table.  In memory of Ray, a donation was made to the RTO/ERO 

foundation. For more information visit our district website at: https://rto-ero-ottawa-

carleton.org/main/Home/ 

 

CONNECTED CANADIAN - Connecting older adults with technology, training and support.  

For more information visit our district 27 website:  
https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/main/Home/ 

 

You may also visit the Connected Canadians website: https://www.connectedcanadians.ca/ 

Connected Canadians offers free technical training and support for seniors and older adults. If 

you need help with Zoom, FaceTime or other video conferencing tools, or want to learn more 

about how to use technology to connect to online support groups, learning events, and social 

programs, you can contact us in several ways: • In Ottawa, call 613-699-7896 • Outside of the 

Ottawa area, call 1-877-304-5813 (toll free) • Or sign up for help at: 

https://www.connectedcanadians.ca/programs 

 

 

Please visit our district website for the latest news. 

https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/ 

https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/main/Home/
https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/main/Home/
https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/main/Home/
https://www.connectedcanadians.ca/programs
https://rto-ero-ottawa-carleton.org/

